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Lighth Body Found
At Least 12 Hurt

i Randolph's grarddaighter. -

By BARBARA GILL
Statf Writer Mrs. Blance Case, 38 of &
LAMDERTVILLE — The Hencock Street

ople of Lambertville, with
ght of their neighbors.dead
a result-of iwo gas explos
s and fire o0 York Street
sterday, are remobilizing =
lief effort they jnitiated
ter a similar disaster last
tober,
The eighth victim, tenlative-
identified as Mrs. Florenca
aldren, of 74 North Fraoklin
ceet, ‘was recovered spon
er 10 o'clock last night
im the rubbla of ker house
North Franklin and Yerk
eels,
ke was the only person still
accotinted for as rescue
wiers came fo the end of &
:rifying " day for this Dela-
re Riyer-side cily of 4,33
Ts0nS, :
At Leasi 12 Hord

4t least 12 persons were
jured, three of them sill
spifalized, ard three houses
the hiomes.of four familibs

were deshoyed in the
saster that s{mck here early

And Yanessz Case, 12, nf &7
Hancock Street, . Mrs, Cass's
daughter.

Of the injured being_treated
at Hunterdon Medical Ceater
ir Flemington;

Rowena Case, 14, of 67 Han-
cock Streed, is libled in eeri-
ous condition with burns- on
her Jegs and hands,

Mys, Karen Waldron, 25, of.
74 North Fraoklin Street, is

‘being treated for mulliple first

and second-degree burns, acd
John Crashy, &7, of 73 York
Street, is being lreated for
smoke ighalaticen and for foot
bruises recéived when  Le
jemped from ‘the second ﬂmr
of his home to escape.

At least nine others, mchd-
ing one fireman, were freated
at the Hunterdon Medical
Cepter, tha P[u!.]lps«Barher'
Health Center hare or ‘at their.
own physicians's offices for-

“minor injuries and shoek.
All of the dead were killed -

e e v o e

sterday. 5 -

rhe dead we;e identified Disaster Scene Photos: .
O Page 17

\Irs NancyCroEby,m of —— o - — i

York Street, - .
SqanBoaglan 12; son of
= and Mrs, Henry]{

£3 Str

at 73 York Sfreet the home ef
“Mr

L andat 71; Yur.'n: “Street, where
"Mrs. Emma. Mack, who was
recently widowed Jived

in the second of two, blasts .
and wers in or near Mrs,
Waldron's pmpe:ly al 78 York
Street,
. 2rd
: By]ate )zﬂterda\:al;{er
Elizabethtown * Gas Company
crewimen rushed iu\o ¢h

mgs mto the trsgady £ get
under in 'I‘rentc-n mti:m 3

3 ohn *Croshy,

ambertville Moves
o Assmt Dlsaster

~ Under a dusting of snow, demolition crews tear
down houses ab 71 and 73 York Street. Rihble

v

Gas compa.ny workers pause as hody of Mrs, Besme Randolph is borne from ruins of her home,

- By JON SENDERLING
Staff Yriter

LAMBERTVILLE — By the
fime Cubit Case got fo the
sceng, there were at least 100
people standing in the inter-
section at York ard Franklin
Strects,

- Case, stil? in his mailman's
uniform, stopped on the north
side of York Street, and for a
long time ha jus! stood there
in the cold and stared acioss
the sireel, where firemen
were alternating beiween hos-
ing down a house on one side
of Franklin Sfreet and clear-
ng rubble from what was lelt
of a house on the other,

Desperatien and fear sur

looking for signs of Lile, trying
ta keep the horror at a mini-
mum. Ard there were the
spectalors, some of whom
seemed obsessed with con-
vincing each other, that their
neighborhood was big enough
for fragedy.

Standing in the midst of it,
slaring at the tons of rubble
wheie the house at 75 York
Street used {0 he, Case look-
ed, for a moment, like the
loneliest man in the world.

Finally, he broke himself

from the trance. He moved.

through the crowd to =z fire-
mae and asked him what the
word was, ‘The mailman
*eemed afraid of what the

et

Amid The Rubble, Lost Loved Ones

one she thought might be able
10 help her, her eyes at times
almost begging someone to
say her family was still alive,
that he had just seem her
daughler and grandchildren at
the store down the streef,

1t didn't come.

I den't know what fo do at
this point. I guess you have to
just listen apd wait, she
zaid.

Later the family gathered
at the Case home st 67 Han.
cock Street. Their worst faars
had been realized. Blanche
Case and Vanessa Case were
both dead.

The Sursivors

Rowena was still in tha

wiftly
ictims

SN PRita By Marfa D’.Irq'

at rear is 75 York, where seven women and
- children were crushed to death in explosxon

$1aiF Phats By Colvin s4§éa1

ever, hed been spared. Cuht_
Jr., 7, had gons to scheol for
the day, 2nd Cynthia, 13, was
at home sick.

Cubit Case was able 10 '1_alk
aboul it, dhough it wasnt
easy. Hr explained thaf his
wife and two daughiers, had
heard of the earlier explosion-
fire at 73 York Sireetand had
gone fo see il their friend,
Hrs, Bessie Randolph, needed
any help at her home -just
across Franklin Street at 75
York. His family regularly
watehed one of Mrs
HRandolph's <hildren, the mail.
man explained,

Bul Mrs. Cass acd the glrIs V

weran® ahfa fa Lala




i Marriott, resculng Josoph
socond floor bedroom into the cellar.

ety . P aka

h Heroism M

MINUTES AFTER the cxplosion,

Joseph Hazen,

of her paxrents’ shattered horno while Frank Walker, §
bricks direetly over their heads. Inside the crumblng bullding; was
{Puggy) DiSzlvl, the young womnan's fath

cacue me.,.pa Captain James
who Wns knecked from the
The young woman at left is'figt identified

BY JOSEPH HAZEN

I was at Marrioti's Texaco
when the blast oceurred.

1 reached into my truch, grab-
el camera and van toward
the , stopping on the hiphway
to take a shot, just as the man

Sometime in the dash down the
street I handed my spert coat to
a fuy on the curb.

I then put the camera jntoSkin- |

ner's house and peturned Lo the
Lire: to help, .
AN thiv mnact have taken about

' .H:a most o&uﬁanﬁn thing
about the disaster whichhit Larn-
bertville at 11:27 a.m. Monday
was the total dedication of fire-
men, rescue workers, police-and
volunteers. Risking 1ife and imb
and working under the most dif-
fieult conditions, the men exerted
almost superhuman affort to save
the lves of peopla trapped In the
shaitered bulldings along the east
end of Churceh straot, Withoutthis
immediate  help, many more

- would have dled,  *

Among the first on the seane
were Mayor Aathony J. Nannl,
who lives right across the strect;

Jumes Marriott, who operntes -

the Texaco gns station diagonally

‘across the atreet and isthe Lam-
bertville Rescuo Squad Captain;

and Alfved Blascbke, who ran
several blocks after the blast

A toam of w—éuﬂmﬂnwm.. called

together. by Pollez Chief Frank

Mastergon, including gas com-

* pany ropresentatives, contrac-

tors Hinkle and MeCoy, Insurance
adjustors, Sgt, Jock Venotione,
Patrolman John Cooper and the
‘New Jorsey Depariment of Labox
and Industry went over the blast
arca Tuesday to determine what
caused the explosion.

The investigators believe that

Ployee of Rinkle and MecCoy,

-jumped Into the ditch to cover’
with his hand a leak In a pipe .
© which was pulled loose by the

" backhoe working on the trench.
Other workmon ran to the nearhy

J - truck to get a rubbor plug to cap:

the leak, A uuo_amuﬁa {or the

anee inte one ol the bu

. apparently, when sull

Investigators Find Small
Break in Old Gas Line

Robeort Krause, age 32, an em-

s path hud been sct upby fore-
a new line info the bullding

from ,ﬁEAonEw n:n.on Church

street. 8 .
- ‘Each ignored the danger of ad-
ditlonal explesions and fire,
Mayor Nannf, who owns the New
Hope Village Store, had a day off
and wad making minor repairs
aréund his house at 61 Church
street, He 2aid he had justmeas-

oE_aH, n:ﬁﬁo L0r from an ofl
burner, wi don’t knew.,
The investigators photograph-
¢d the area, dlagrammed it and
remeved all physical evidence
thot might haveo a_connection with
the disaster.- The trench which
contained the gas fire was open-
ed and at the bettom was fousd &
tire oxtinguisher ‘which was re-
cpvered; the gasmalns, both old
and newly-installod wore uncev-
ered and examined,
. One of the lead-in pipes about

ured 4 Ecna of melding which
broken away from his front d
and was in the process of eut
a replacemant in his eellar w
the neighborhood was jarred
the blast,

He rushed up stairs and (o
that where he had heen measur
only minutes before, the doors
¢racked and all of the window
hig living roomwere smashed

_dcattered all over the furnity

As sparks from the fire camd
through the windows, he bmme
ately pulled down the curtains.

Qutside, the air was filledw
dirt and dust but through thed
he could see running figures,
map, with ableeding face was J
running ailmlessly. Almest wi
out thinking, he called M
Eleanor Scheetz, the city ra
dispatcher and instructed her
send all available {Ire and res:
cquipment.

“1 went outside,™ the ma;
sald, “and I saw Pupgy” mCoE
DiSalvis) davghter (Mrs, Shay
Peters, of Morrisville) stand
framed inthe dooyway of her [
or's house, stunned,” The may
ran aeress the street tohelp t
escope from the erumbling bui
ing and then he followed Jarr
Marriott inside to bring cutM
DiSalvi and her husband,

DiSalvi, who had been on
gecond (loor recuperating frol
recent prostate operation ¢
trapped somewhere inside.,

Marriott, who was working
a truck in his service stati
when the explosicn shook
neighborhood, safd, *'1 lool
across Route 202 and sow

10 to 12 feet long was removed

dust, smoke and only 2 smalll
in Ed Nalence's house. Whenl

and minuie ‘exnmination showed
that there was o break in it at
least one elghth of an inch long
at a bend which might have been

. cawsod when the pipe was acel-

ontly snagged by trench-dlgsing
qulpmént, _.H._...o small break in

sued on wmuﬁnavmw 28 to <_ch
Hrown and signed by Depaty City
Clerk Mubel Moonan,

Ml S Pamonoste pnntfease

there, Puggy's daughter v
sereaming, *Get my [ather.

{ather, he's stil) In there.' Iw
inside and started to dig in

debris and the £irst thing 1 fo°
was one of his Ilngers stick
out. 1 pulled at the plaster, w
and brick until I got hold of

- hand and started to pull, Ab

9.;.- n:.:a. Skinner (the mayor):

R R0

CASE, HEL A

T n_.ﬁ.. was standing the
"She secmed .._uuan but was oth
wise all right,

“1 was Just about ﬁcacu:._,
into the street when the v




mU 12 M o "otk d:ﬂ:aﬂ ?Lw_o
‘ ent i . : or o ppork SOMes

. , inutes With Camera, ThenHolps e oneh. Arth
Beacon-N Peoi o s
- 3 [FEE SRS into the 0 gave
scon-News Reporier Iston e
BY JOSEFR HAZEN' " m o: nmsm Col| §a still in the Intonsive care

I wos at zﬁn&.w Mexa Sometima in the dash dow _ " unit ipt the Medleal Gentor.
when the blast occurred. - co  sireet ! handed my sport AT i g avound the  iD® police investigating COm>
I reachod into my truek grab- 1 guy on the curh. o urﬁmo with a small fire hose, m“ mittac thoorizes,” Masterson
bod my cumera and ran toward 1 then put the-camera fnt had "wator, ot first, He o g Mg withat gos from o loakicg
tha fire, stopping on the highw: nor's house and naEu:wnome, . got the hese into the debris to plpes foliowed e pathof leastre-
ﬁ %j a shot, just as the oy firo to halp. to the wﬁ mumﬂ: gm_ Poos wround Barg i BOEE tnto one of thohuildings.
O hai . Cn, o Wi
through aﬁ_«n uh%&.nmw_“um:::wﬁ gwﬂ._ :n__ﬂwwoﬂﬁd have taken about O ' ater was shat iy ; i
to gat away from the blast and [ then s.n.» - Thay got her out and away. anjd, uuwu.k.osaq. when wﬁcnsuﬂ
rire, Blood was streaming £ of the I 't around to the bacls A large fire hose 2 . gafis wos in the huilding, it might
his face. om L and it that remained  Sirough the backynrd rrived Bawe been iguited BY O spark
T stapoc agtn on o grasa st ud od s g ortomne Syt o sy e
niclin stroet and 100k | in th nayone was no water, We e
ohotogragh, continaing another o o rear of the houses, Ona © itod  the: B started Lo got
S traet into the smok aprossthe m or guy was with me, Wo trled SN o's sE.m_ gonpcua the MNal-
Srovn lying there %u. Tsaw vie 10 S0 o stop laddor butitwnstoo Miry Wi igging again for
ihe. stdps. Short. The alumin -y Willlamaon andthe £

uom“w. moosﬁ up on one elbow and #mooth oo ny P “ﬂm.%om wastoo O %o. gatting hot arcund Emwﬂﬁﬂm
cd OK so I continued toward steop for us to got on. wis too il ﬂ. water. . . .
: sn't untll the prople wére

the blgst area thro e
ughiho smoke, T ;
A tan wag ECron Rttt ust then the Nalences cam out, of
R ST ey Ve st Lackwith PranMyers, & e vator. Tha basos
3 ' stod o call to anyono who  Woie lald out gw%ﬂ%ﬂnﬂﬂ%oﬂew
Mwﬁ_ﬁ , bl

ware tegglng on a pile of bri

Not t00 muc! ks, raight bo in Ed's ho

pod Qﬁwwwsu.&o manstop 22 aﬂmguuam% s home ¥ ﬁoﬂwﬂm i am.za be dona.

| " Ad I ronched the ond \ o baards wnd: dobris ¢ firemon at tho front

i ; ol thorow. o - 3. 1o of the

MM H_wuaaw. Jim Marriott, who had Ew_n a wifo was under thedebrls - mqwmwnnumswué watey thaugh. 1

od the Squad arrived and ho. “ 2 bath tubnoxttohertIguess m.w a couple timos.

Jumped on to the socond parek at kept tho [ull load of tho et 0dd thing about the whole

Thot was at tho wost end of the wreckago off her. Sho wasn't too : nga.. there didn't seem tobe
»  fap from tho firo which ifas burn- wmiﬂwﬂmm%a brough the atr,

aomed to go up at

row, I jumpod on to tho fastl :

Mayor Nanni and Al um... Log by oW and was maglig fn g

" Sayer Nami on e B By oW ng in'her  onge and the junk

sema.m:no ﬂra.rwz. o uowd.r. AL Lo . grolnd. oppearedonthe
went across to Skinner” ;

corner and gota shot of E:MM_MM

helping Puggy DiSalvi's daughter

out of the houso. He passoed her

on to Nanni.

right, pulls;yos
noa.._zamw%&w o DiSalv,
by A

sl

_ m shatteked home while Mayor Nanni, left,
.. ' '

T mny haye photn =

ghe ‘meter fromthe tollar ag wero Disalvi out.”.
fackhammox being
used by workerd at the time of at. the

portions of &

¢he uxplosion.

When the Elizabothiown Gas
Co, applied for a permit 1o open
the stxeot, thalr application eX~
plainod that thoir purposo was to o turncd lnte the
inatall o new main on Church  Mra, Cledry waa standing there.
Main ond Frank-  She yoomed dazod but wad ather-

atreet between

(LRl o :
eca nnd stnried, i Bulls ApuuL
i ‘ttme, Skinner(the mayer) and
Al Blagchlko came {n. We helped

Tiaachia - was, WOT

the 3¢ene

lin stroetd. The permlt was is-  wiso oll right

supd on Septe

mber 28 10 Vietor U1 wos just noout togobackout

Brown and signed bY Deputy City  into tha stroot when the wall bes

Cleris Mabel Mool
The Gas OOBH.ENW.G ngmu.w?
tor, Hinide and MeCay, had Just e T
fnstalled a new epoxy-conted gad Tir Marziott and Toy Nanni dig=
madn 5o that ond of Churchstreet ging for DiSalvi,” Blasenke zaid.
and had teste

, gl pressure on
fegt wis Success

| by $ p.m. Friday

| gay company docidedto gtartcon-

| pactions inte

the

way on Monday. ,
Worlt on the houso connoctions
hogan cazly Monday morning and
fire officlals fool that gas had
Joaked into the callars during that

Mrs. Mary

sajd they sm

ing.

d it for 100 pounds
Friday, Sinco the

gween Cloary's and DiSalvis just
collapsed, Atagolved in front of
ma, wnd through the oponingl saW

helped them ot Puggy out and’
fally terminated Puggy wkopt saying My
aftoxnoon, the doad. My dog }s dead.’ Butthe dog,

a beaglo, Wag nis armsandwas
not Turt," G

o ——

homed along the

Edward Nalencoond

W

111{amsern, slztors,
cllod gas thatmert=

Mayor Nanni, who Jives BCrOss
the street from the Dlasted
nomes, sadd he thought that the
gas connection

was to be m

ado




